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Our            letter  
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make       feel sexier, 
 smarter,                    
that make us walk  
with a little more            

                     and remind  
us who want  

to be and            we 
            to live.
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A few nights in the bush are 

going to be memorable no mat-

ter what, but the right prop-

erty—in a spot-on location with 

expertly trained guides, good 

community relations, and 

spaces that enchant during the 

idle hours between game 

drives—can make your trip life- 

changing. What comes to  

mind are places that plunk you 

into IMAX-like ecosystems, 

such as the sleek andBeyond 

Sandibe Okavango Safari  

Lodge on Botswana’s lush delta, 

home also to the new Duba 

Plains Camp, whose tented 

Jack’s Camp in Botswana’s 

Makgadikgadi Pans.
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suites have the copper-tub-

chic expedition style of its 

gold-standard sibling, Zarafa 

Camp. Or Jack’s Camp out  

in the Makga dikgadi Pans, with  

an Oriental-rug-lined  

tent surrounded by desert so 

silent you can hear your  

own thoughts. For deck view-

ing, there’s Jamala Madikwe  

in South Africa, whose five  

villas overlook a water hole 

with more wildlife than  

you’re likely to see on a drive, 

and Somalisa Camp in Zim-

babwe’s Hwange National 

Park, where herds of elephant 

guzzle from the pool. You 

can’t stay at Sirikoi Lodge, with  

its family-gathered heirlooms, 

without feeling linked to  

the land’s history—and to  

its future, thanks to the excep-

tional rhino conservation 

work on Kenya’s Lewa Wild- 

life Conservancy. Segera 

Retreat, with its contempo-

rary African art collection, 

makes you conscious of the 

continent’s shifting identity, 

and lodges like Bisate in 

Rwanda connect deeply with 

the local community, for 

whom safari tourism presents 

a new economy beyond  

subsistence. Then there are  

the places that completely 

channel the soul of their sur-

roundings. Consider 

Tanzania’s Mwiba Lodge, 

where lions sunbathe on giant 

stone kopjes nearby; Mikeno 

Lodge on the smoking crater 

of a volcano, beside which 

mountain gorillas thrive in  

the forests of the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo’s 

Virunga National Park; and 

Singita Pamushana Lodge  

in Zimbabwe and its sweeping 

views that remind you exactly 

why you came to Africa. 

If you are a die-hard American or 

Canadian Rockies skier who can lean  

into chili and beer for a week, there  

is little incentive to ski any other part  

of the world. (A direct flight to Salt  

Lake City, plus the 40-minute drive to 

Montage Deer Valley in Park City,  

with its ski-in/ski-out primo positioning, 

is about as frictionless as this most fric-

tion-filled sport gets, whereas the newly 

renovated, historic Hotel Jerome in 

Aspen taps into our cowboy fantasies.) 

That is, unless you’re a sucker for the  

old-world charms, historic lodges,  

and après-ski culture of the Swiss, 

Austrian, and Italian Alps like we are.  

In St. Moritz, Badrutt’s Palace Hotel  

and Kulm Hotel, which are both on the 

lake, and Suvretta House, which is  

the one resort that has its own lift next  

to the property, tick every box in our 

fairy-tale Alpine dreamscape. As does 

Gstaad Palace in Gstaad.

Pre-après-ski at Kulm Hotel in St . Moritz.
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