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‘Stylish cheap rooms, table
football, retro video games —
this place is going to be a riot
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e cool safari guide to Africa -

i 2 Best for riding

: Ant’s Hill, the Waterberg,
i South Africa

: With more than 90 horses

ranging from thoroughbreds to
children’s ponies, Ant’s Hill
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rhino. The laid-back, family-friendly O1
Pejeta Bush Camp (asiliaafrica.com) has
no age limit for children. Its six simply
furnished but comfortable en suite tents
have private gardens overlooking the
Ewaso Nyiro river. Maasai staff will teach
mgchildren to shoot with bows and arrows
A night's stay is from US$400-
$550pp (£335-£460) with Yellow Zebra
Safaris (yellowzebrasafaris.com).
Conservancy activities cost $40 and
include lion tracking and a trip to the
Sweetwaters Chimpanzee Sanctuary

4 Best for gorillas

Clouds

(1 untal | 1
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onal Park, (
Observing rare mountain gorillas in the
~ rainforest is perhaps the ultimate wildlife
encounter. You're normally permitted
just one hour with these enigmatic apes.
However, at Bwindi you can spend an
entire morning helping to habituate
gorillas as they become familiar with
seeing different people. You'll need to be
fit — these two groups are more active
@ than those that see tourists daily and
might well run you ragged on the
hillsides. Recover in Clouds Mountain
Gorilla Lodge (wildplacesafrica.com),
Uganda’s highest lodge at 2,100m, with
butlers, a masseuse and a feelgood factor
through its community work.
" Detalis $395-$610pp a night, excluding
transfers and activities,
with Natural World Safaris
(naturalworldsafaris.com). Gorilla
habituation permits cost $1,500pp;
gorilla tracking permits cost $600pp

* 5 Best off the beaten
track

Meno a Kwena, Botswana
Meno a Kwena lies near the remote
Makgadikgadi Pans National Park
between the Okavango Delta and th
+* arid expanse of the Central Kalahari

Game Reserve. Rarely visited, the
region is incredibly rewarding, with a
little-known migration of 20,000 zebra,
mesmerising landscapes of endless salt

@ pans, fascinating walks with bushmen,
and desert wildlife that includes cute
meerkats. Meno (menoakwena.com) is a
quirky camp with nine colourful en suite
tents, a pool, a floating hide and bags of
character. Overlooking the Boteti River,

it’s also a fabulous spot for stargazing
)etalls $403-$690pp a night with
Expert Africa (expertafrica.com)

6 Best for guiding

Nothing contributes more to a successful
safari than a knowledgeable, personable

¢ guide. Serian allows guests to join its

award-winning guides as they brush up

. on their skills during their annual
. Pyramids of Life courses, which cover

everything from fauna and flora to
ancient bushlore and astronomy. One
of only 11 camps in the 320sq km Mara

. North Conservancy bordering the

¢ Maasai Mara Reserve, Serian

. (serian.com) is a beautiful, unpretentious
: camp with five spacious and elegant

: tents that each have hardwood flooring,
i thatched roofs and valley views.

: Detalls $620pp a night (there is a

. five-night minimum stay during the

. Pyramids of Life course in March, also

: available at Serian's Serengeti camp)

- with Aardvark (aardvarksafaris.co.uk)

: 7 Best for design

: The Highlands, Ngerongoro,

: Tanzania

: Ngorongoro Crater is spectacular, with

: about 30,000 animals including the big

: five — elephants, buffalo, lions, leopards
: and rhinos — wandering around the

: dramatic caldera. Most lodges are by the
: crater rim, which makes it a crowded

: summer location. But Asilia Africa’s

: camp The Highlands (asiliaafrica.com),

: which opened in August, breaks new

. ground. Far from other lodges, it lies

¢ high on Olmoti Volcanos slopes, just

: north of Ngorongoro. The eight

: suites are in geodesic domes inspired
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by Maasai bomas (homes), with
wood-burning stoves for chilly evenings
and windows with Serengeti views.
There is easy access to Ngorongoro and
hikes around the Olmoti and Elmakaai
Craters are also offered.

Is $430-895pp a night with
Steppes Travel (steppestravel.co.uk)

: 8 Best for the great

: outdoors

: Jozibanini, Hwange National

: Park, Zimbabwe

: Jozibanini (imvelosafarilodges.com) is

. aremote camp in the southwest corner
: of Hwange National Park, perfect for

: savouring that wilderness spirit. Its

: beauty lies in its simplicity, with only

: three en suite tents raised on wooden :
. decking and sheltered under camelthorn :
: trees. There's no mess tent; you dine :
¢ under the stars as the campfire crackles.
: With the bed rolled out on to your deck, :
: you can sleep under the stars too. Watch
* the wildlife close-up from a camouflaged

: Detalls From $850pp a night, excluding
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hide by Jozibanini Pan, walk through
the woodlands or go mountain biking
along elephant trails.

$310pp a night for a minimum
of two nights with Zambezi Safari &
Travel Company (zambezi.com)

9 Be stalgia
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- If you long for Out of Africa romance

: and nostalgia, head to Angama Mara;

¢ the film was shot on the site of this
elegant new lodge. About 300m up

: on the Rift Valley escarpment, its

. 30 tented suites are split between

: two camps with superb Maasai Mara

: views. Each camp has a vast open-plan

i Buest area, decks for dining and chilling

: out, and an infinity pool. Stay in South

i Camp if you want to gaze from the

: Out of Africa kopje where Robert

. Redford and Meryl Streep posed

: for the film’s famous poster.

BEST CRUISE LINE
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2014, 2015 & 2016
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with Aardvark Safaris

5t for elephants
0dge, Liwonde National
dW1

't well-known as a safari
, but that's about to change

\

lion organisation African
g three reserves.
headlines this summer

ce Harry helped out on

ocations. Stay at Mvuu
.com), a charming place
dining room raised

ch lagoon, and eight

suite tents. Boat trips along
,?epeﬁectfcrm

: sandy shores of turquoise Lake

Tanganyika. The hills are home to

000 chimpanzees. Having been
esearched since the 1960s, they're
relaxed and easy to see on hikes.
Mabhale is also home to hippos, birds
and fabulous butterflies. The Greystoke
Mahale (nomad-tanzania.com) lies /
on a beach and offers fishing, kayaking,
and cruises on a dhow, along with
chimp tracking and forest walks.

The six thatched rooms are

stylishly rustic.

Detalls From £720pp a night,

with Safari Consultants A
(safari-consultants.com)

13 Best for local
communities

: 15 Best for wildlife on
: your doorstep

. On the former hunting grounds of Chief
: Moremi, this luxurious camp in Moremi :
: Game Reserve is in one of the best wildlife :
: areas in Botswana. Lions, rare wild dogs

Travel 19

: stroll, your senses go into overdrive —

¢ you see, smell, hear and touch so much
: more than you do on a game drive.

- Simple and rustic but very comfortable,
: Mwaleshi Camp is what walking in the

© bush is all about, oozing that exhilarating

“back-to-nature” feel on the banks of the

. Mwaleshi River. The camp’s four reed

. and thatched chalets have bright, locally
: designed fabrics.

. Details From £590pp a night with

* Natural World Safaris

: (naturalworldsafaris.corm)

- 18 Best for wildlife
: conservation

¢ Okonjima Bush Camp, Central
i Highlands, Namibia

nctuary Chief's Camp, Moremi
ame Reserve, Botswana

and leopards are often seen and impalas

graze on the ﬂoodplajn.s. Elephants

Singita Lehombo.' T
i National Park, South . 4

=27 aone-night stay, or £805pp a
5 nlgmhraﬁmeortour.nlgm
- stay with Safari Consuiltants
(safari-consultants.com)

: A’I’g;s pri;ate :-jeserve is home to the

: Africat Foundation, a sanctuary for
 rescued cheetahs, leopards.and wild

: dogs. Leopards can be tracked from

: vehicles, and cheetahs, wild dogs and
: hyenas can be seen on foot. Okonjima
: works closely with local farmers on

. conservation projects. Rmomgm

year, Okonjima Bush

: (okonjima.com) has eight
zandahoneymoonmmbﬂnnfm
: canvas and glass with thatched roofs.
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