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[ THL LARY RIVIEERLD OF THE &4 1iuae, the trackar siopped dnd
peered al thie Srr;-pr,.:l, | hewered at his shiowldar, we ||-£.':|i.|'_.|': what
:,,.,._-'- wore booking 81 Look " e sadd. | boaked | saw nothiag ‘Hera!
yhe réeker seid. With o stick he outline] the slichiest ndent,
tarely mare than & shadow. ‘Abeout four bours spe. Teo rhincs
Accross Ll river bed the sther rangers had Taneed oul among Lhe
serih Tike a police team searching for a missing hody, combing
thic |_-!'||u|d Far claes

S poople mright see animal rracking a5 the man-spErhing ol
Atraca - un arcane. purstit larg=ly condiesed by men dressal Tike
by =coits, i shoats and knee-sacks TRut frankly dayone can sip
sunidnsiers and peer at zebmm through bincowlars, Futin a couphe
ol hours of esking, eowaver, poking the poop checkang the socn
miarks,; sconning the dry river bed in the heal, and vou are nolonger
a spectannr, Yod nre 0 parbicipant.

Saemibin wees sbioting e hring cut my inner Boy scout. wanitzd
b read thie rures, Uhe Do oglypiics linprintsd on the Advican sarrh,
Every brack, cvory brokzn twig. every pilz 0f Jung was-a siory, i
pasrative. T wanted to wnderstand them

% THEF LOSAL NAMA LANGUAGE, Mamlb means vast spaye of wotly:
mgmess’ Th vast and spaciows Bil 15 mght. Al the emd.of Creaimm,
Ligsd smeimns fo have gathered wp all the off-cuts, lefi-overs the higs
ihaa chdn UL, e wocky desizn ideas That were 1o Mzarre R uny-
whare che, and dumped them here whese fow peoplewould matice
Mivmihis i e size of Frince and Dritain compined, wath & pepula-

I'HE LANDSCAPE IS PURE MELODRAMA: FAIRY CIRCLE
RS THAI

n

CAN EXPLAIN, RIV

1eom - of teen million = that wouk! berely ke we o market won
im Chima aly Srecniend und Chder Mioraolio are 2mptier

Ihe landscape & pure geographbcul thizatre, the Gmnd Chognal
of hndscapes. [t mountaing ate pure melodrams, the epae of
their ariging wrillen seross i aecieet Gonks In the rearing
Iyers of samdvwiched granite, there is the Siash e tegione phites
In i basalt. you can see e break-up of Gopdwanaiand, 12 the
siriations of black lava are the explosions of voboanos now buried
Bt el the s Ans

Berwaen the hasard Faves ol hess mon ains ane dunes of sen-
suots sanda: podden prosulinds litered wilh wisstericus fairy arcles
— larpe, pertecily round habd parchas of sarth - thil ne o0e has 2cen
able o cxplain, un<d svivan rvers Uail s neach the sea, There
are F.'|_|._-.=u.. in Bamibi whers it hasn't ramed for veass, umd places
wlpcre Bash Aoenls b e ried el imatng trees There isan Atiantc
beack ceves LLSIEM lone and congies auoe han bl o kiooeeire
deep In the dezp south the re are wiand dunes, inchice shis wiy' and
that, There & noLoie bt v ol Afica’s groad deserts  the Kalahari
und the Mamib — ansg nipht skbes that ace among the clenred amd
darkest ¢m the plEn

Astonishingly, Mumibia gels bavely balf p mallion visilors o vear
while neighboaring Scuth Alrica reecives almast 10 tmey thni
pumber, And ved il oy s oo (e turn, Moee thon a doger new
cronpe and odges will have lounched By the end of 2018, many
finked to conssrestion srojecis T had been desputchad o repos
om the best of them

Fiving tna'si-sonlir Cesna i0to the far reaches of northern
Mamihia, T isoked down on swaihies of smpty landscape Ravines
sin Lke scars weross broken plains, Escarpmenis veered away
towircs mineral-strcaked moamtaing The Teremns were =0 distant
T woandered if theay porderad the Lumd of C, T This ame 1@ream,
with Tew roads amd almaosi na s, Wie sode fvers, dry for 50
werks & VCHT, are the ConLmiry g owgry slalions, the penpraphical
miters aronned which everything is eolented.

Fet against a spectacular amphitheatre of red bosaly, Houndb
Valley -[':||||;'p agverlonks onge af these spnd rivers A new venkure
eslablished Py conse-vanm-minded Natural Selection., 1l pard
ngrehip with the local community and the Garaffe Conszrvation
Foandation, which 1e workoe Bere i monifor the ¢oeatines In spate
of itz sophisticated lecl, the camp leaves wiriualiy ne foosprint in
this fragife cco-svetem 1 ks minkirs i considerable contnbution
pr Lhe Hiombss people, one of the meost tradivone] of Adrican ribes,
Visita tey villages nrd encanipments almast untouched by the
maderm world are the highlight ol any stay at Honnib, Buneatl
pweeping roofines of stretched canvas. {he sx tenis— oll with st
heds and lozal arpworis — 0o justice focthe dean of e selting, axd
pre grooped around a centeal open-sided o wnl reminiseenl of
wr artan lokl,

Frons Hoanih, we followed the dey roverbed 1o the cossd, o Tou
b drive, ecking deser-zdapted elepaent and giralfo i we wend,
Thee clephunts were relativedy essy o nd, They cat like toddbers
— benrig uo lrees il |"w.'i|"._[\- stuaff .'|'-'|'.|,:mi.J__l.:r' erally |1|:1|.i:|q.' a TSy
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NMEVER BREACH THE SEA

The !-.u.-_-l':':::. wiore mone alusive, drefnng sebwesn 156 Ireesm il
latinyg slow mntine, With the gaide, we took pictures and noted GPS
preowitioms o add wothe grosing dats, e decling in pirafie romSers
Jak per cEnl doan over the past M yEiars
knoamn worries for conserTvalianists in Adncs
Mmihin's coasl —Enown ap here in ihe north s g Shlislasii
sl — b5 ot o plncs of seasede charm, Without almesi oo inhiaixl
s, il = one o (he Bleakest and lonehes) shnrelires o GRS L
Chram sdfid Torbihding it may B e ims seark beaoty is compelling,
Oflem shroudid inomests, (Fie Sonth Atlantic béats on a grovel shore
where multicedowrad lichens grow among 1he bleached slones
v wluehe oo, The sea, The sands, and the strange lingering Dog
lend rthe counst o pule lumiosity. Inland, & wind known ag e
f-;,.-..,-....-.,-|l-|.-,n.-_:| lor U nadse it makes, Blaws sheziof sand from the
ndpgeloes of lumees Uhes el of eathedraiz
Siech am carrponkinory const calks oran exbeanihinary place 1o
sty Shbpereck Limbge, another new agening from Mitursl Selechon,
ie sl o Hse aboave (the sea with dines whinrding at is hack. 11's the
wirrk of Mamibian ¢eg-architoct Ming Murity. From the oufsade
ihe winaden chalkets, which mintiz wrecked ships with illing windows
aned Moo n ‘ribs | dre 08 unsetling a5 the Tnadscape. The mantine
theme comtinues iesde with dlusteations and memeatos ol s
bouts, pori-hole windows and fishing-nef screensin he Bathneins
While hzre, you can explere the Hoarasib River Valley, where
finns cin sometlmes beosven tracking small desert calelope,
venturing inland to the bizarre silt landseapos Knowit o= the

iz one of ke lesser-

Creanlie, clocksslse fram sap itfe: & hedroam at Hoand Valley Camain Flamilsla’s Ban hoveld Dasert, and dise of tha sis tents; breakfase ar Hoanlb: a
walkway betaeer 1he ters 18 Inspived by the country’s storry landscape. Prévcus pages: Hoanib Villey Camg
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e Caslics, vdling the sprawling s=al colonies of bowe Bay, oo
heacheombing among thi il phe stuvienging juckals
Irekkeng throuagh the dunes, nowildemess of sand where winds
obifiterzie fostprints In rdnules degas suiests mto the embrace of
thir 2lemental fomm, To Hhe EVETINE ihore's a dreawing poom 19
hiobe uzin with books und board gamses: it step outside onto the
Ferrace, and Lhe devert wimad and the ;,;hn:',"_:'_..' sound of the sl

LNl

remind yvow et this is one of the workd s most abien anvironmeats,

Dags later, S00 makes Durther inland o Dhrmaiand, [ Founod
myeslf on the trail of Black rhino, whose borps, kile for kil arc
WikrTh more [fian i '|'-|.'n|h4|'|5: in h‘[.]:l."_.;“__ | was sLaying Al
Iuaty Under Canvas, 3 peopery tsaditionz] Alvican canip with
sk el shovwers and heinty bash meaks The ouike e 5 bock-te
busics sainn with the lightest pogsible foouprin - the ides is thin
Tt edamp can be moved hefore it prasence beginy wo change. the
animai heksvieonr, Balareed above Lhe diy riverbed, where ele-
rbifl amd Sebd s lLke cosmmmmiers. the CiLing &8 Eocdead on am
enclugive-use hagis by pedsis ke (o ged i ghmpse il rhano, Cr to
Bl ol Bsemesth e sare Yol can choose o dispense with e
canvas 0 slesp inder an asomishing spread of constelintions. This
i A b San of ntinescy with Adrics thal has hecome pare.

Rhino ninniars m MNymibin reached theie Towes: i the |58
and [¥90s when 45 per centof the coimins stock was Insl. maost of
I o peanclong, Thirly- yesm on, six black rhinos bove been pzlo-
cated 1o the Houb Conservarey from Cicshia bn the aorth as part
il A el orE W resiock these I:|n,_|:-'r;.l_1;-5 with thets st fconic

eminal: Werking i parneshio with Save the Rhino and ocirby
villpge s Ulimeate Salirds, which rans Hualby, supports 1game of
FHDELTS 1 FIDRELST 19e arirmals The hoowe is that the Iocal G
nities will come bo see rhinos gs muach @ parl of thetr wealth o
thels eows and goats. They bring visitors, they bring conploymem
thiew Brung sevenue,

YWE s Thint® ke a shdng, the chie rapger sHid as he dremwre.
head down, wepvins this way and that oo the rivirbed, "Whnt
i Tekees welval al seants wleal 1) nescds.

I Jid mv best [ decided thae wiwt Twoukd ke was a break from
i ebreary diet ol leaves, whad 1 peobably wanted wag a frend ¥
e, st wehinl Treally nesded wieta pononal bodyguarss wath d

covin Castner level ol commiimend. T thing a1 Hoah a2 forhi-
Diase the bakles

A ooy wd call sk Thew wrag glose” The FANCCT had
siopped ot a mess of rhino dung. Feesie] he muticored, eaneng down
anl hrl:l'.l-tl'.!.', witly e focus of a reweller -I'-i'\-l,',‘"i.'k.i||£_l 3 diamord

We were on the il of BMona pnd Mabkascs = an acdult rhenn and
I5ey ETLFAT d.iug'lg'l:l.'r ;n.l.'l.l::||,l.p:|5|.-;j' b rumed armed wirh 3 rifie
ihnt looked like it had not been fired sivee e (] ol the Aukire
Huzsgarian Empdee.

The spoarled poross vidng siopes of Firassic Boulders and skel
2tal plants. Birds chatlerad in the guiwer trees and the scent of
wild oint rode from bengath our feet, O the vidiss el spicd
artlered kudu withalasens of fow fomalas wis slhooetied aginms
the skylina,

(R TR

Abgug, ingkde ard cut a2 ithe new Shepwreck Lodye chizlats, whose disign & inspired by the pedisus sharscber of Bamibia’s Seueh Atlantic caast
Dpposive, the reodil ¥ mefeirbizhed Bowlders Safar '\-\__.:I.l'l'.pl £80 itk Uhe evprmais MamesHand Mature Qe smree
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Sossus i3 coly available to single parties, 50 guesty can Rave Tt
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: Renching the rdpe P T AT R T _|-:|:.-_._'n_| dovaTi iting & widke valley

il || gist) Waere, staading i Lae open snd staring up af os as i they wid  place utterly o themselves

Il ‘hagn waiting for our arriral, were the ihinos They lookiil cimsy It prevead i b Full f surprses: sidowner Crinks wtop a former
anl znetent, jil-sdipled 1o our world, survivors from a distant aue  catte resorvorr wilh a swirtming ponl rstalled on s coaf, o (ak-

lous Charmpagne hreakdast on The Plateay, & wild pund pened 2

of maramal b= when S48 Wis avopvihing, We trainec cur bimocabars
fth guilompisg herds nlech g el oy el views stretching

o them. Thetr hidis werns dmty and groy ds asn. Afemoon lighh [l o
wits draped acToss theu armanred shouiders Fucking their cars  geross the faldad ridees of the Fsaris Mounlams, Anothel EVETIE
At fies, they wire watching s wptchive theme Andsa wesiond  we cnlled in on the Nest, the tindowner's own bouwse, kigleben 4
for half art Boarar mose, hmar gnd rhine, focssd exchapecly on ecludad valley and occasionally avadlable 10 Fucsts, Dasigned by
sotlyer. e motun] vhservation a kind of sibent conversation rfully samed Porky Heber and Mavhe Corpaci, il
WE STOOD EOR HALF AN HOUR OR M ORE, HUMAN AND RHING

[

~UE MUTUAL OBSERVATION A KIND OF SILENT CONVERSATION |

AL ihe wonde

o |
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KT SosEUIGVLED [N SUTIERN WASIKIA, Semsuous ranges of red sand  ewokas (he pests ol zociuble wenyet s —clothed entitaly i steaw thi

dhies kntrsceon a landscame of seark-sided escarpmenis, Ant-topped
plateauy and bewlderstoewn plamic Here, i the nearhy GlhEN-acne
private Mamib Tsaris Conservancy, | met Tristan Crvaley, South
Afrienn-born cwner of Tlitimate Safaris, who b just ppgered the

ne, B nesms Under Camvas. i sister propesty (o the aforementioned eonitered across the dry plains of thisenarnmous privilte eV
Hual Llnder Canvay i the northn Gt ut the foot of 3 mountain of ouse-szed rocks, Boclder's jznts |
Careml use s hepn niude of salvaged materials with furnishigs Fif om Victorin with steamer tronks, folding drines cavhme s And |
Gasliboned fram teclsimed Oregon pine, while the mafa over the S Ives ol taded Baoks. In the evenings, dinner By carcdielight has

lenls are made fromm oil bacreks, beaulifclly omsdised, and ungEpect- genileman's club about o Henry Morion
fiee stmosphere, (hough he may

i ealreine coimlor in one ot The remofesl comaels ul Adn

From the Mamis Tsars Conservancy, | moved south-sast m thic |
ormib R and Nature Ressrve and the freshiy refurbished Houlders '
safarl Comg, ooe of five properiizs in the- Wolwedirs porifilio

miire Uhan a whilt of the
wianley would hnve recogised

ediy as ploasing as Tuscan esracaus. T elsbosiie kllchen has
wetl thie oy plusge pook NamikRand Beserve s

been buill into a truck 1o enatis moveable feasis And—Tike Huab  hawve sLrugglec

£5 1 landowmae, which can be talan over oy gLEE,

Gide tha seraw clad Mest at Sessus Lincar Canvas, & private hosise beloaging
camp &t Soasis e southery Mamibia

Lipgresrle,
Ao, sstvapad materials such as al barrels were used ta cradt the main
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